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4 THE 15 
CHARTER and GRANTS 


OF THE | | 
COMPANY of STATIONERS. 


With Obſervations and Remarks thereon. 
N. B. The Charter and Gras are printed from a Book publithed by Meſ. O,O & N. in 1741 


. 


To the Freemen of the Company of Stationers. 
Gentlemen, 


followi is to before you, co 
- our 2 and n K nl th ſuch 1 os 
and has = thercon, which naturally apiſe from an attentive peru al 
of them ; and it is humbly — no other apology for this 
undertaking will be thought neceſſary” | 
Ihe Charter granted to the Company of Stationers, May 4, 3556. 
in the third and fourth of Philip and Mary. 
The King and Queen to all thoſe to whom theſe preſents hall come, 


greeting, 

= Now ye that we conſidering and manifeſtly perceiving that ſe- 
veral ſeditious and heretical books both in verſe and profe are 

daily publiſhed, ſtamped and printed by divers (chiſmati- 

cat and heretical not only exciting our ſobjefts and liegemen 

to fedition and diſobedience againft us, our crown and dignity, but 

alfo to the r-newal and propagating very great and 

aga'nft the faith and found catholic doct rine of holy mother, the 

church ; and being wi'ling to provide a proper remedy in this cafe, 

Ii. We of our own ſpecial favour, certain kn and mere 


* 
= Jaques 
illtam Ryddall 
John Hudſon 
Joha Walley 
Thomas Duxwell 
Anthony Smith 
William Powell 
—— Jugge 
am Serreys 
Robert Holder 
Thomas Purſot 
ohn Rogets 
| Iam Steward 
Rickard Patchet 
Nicholas —_—_— 


Thomas Powell 
Anthony Croftc 
Richard Hen 
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John Fairbarne Thomas Sawyer Richard Baldwyn 
John Bylt Charles Walley Richard Grene 
Peter Frenche T homas Patenſon Thomas Byden 


Richard Harriſon Thomas Merſhe Robert Ba borne 
Humphry Powell Richard Tottell Jobn Alday 


John Clerke R:lph Tyer Robert Blyth 
William Copiand John Burtofte George Brodehead 
Wilham Marten William Griffith Hugh Cotisfurth 
"Fhomas Parker Edwerd Brour.e Richard Wallis 
John Bonham Nicholas Clifton T homas Gee 
Tohn Gough Richard Harvy Richard Kevell, jun. 
Joha Day e ames Gunwell John Shereman 
John Whitney .dward Cator Thomas Skeroll 
Simon Spylman ohn Kele Owen ap Roger 
W illiam Baldwyn homas Bylron John Tyfdale 
William Coke Thomas Maſka ! Adam Croke, and 
John Kevell William Norton Jobn Fox, 
Robe t Broke William Pyckeryng _ (Ih all 


Freemen of the myftery or art of a Stationer of our city of London and 
fuburbs-thereof, that henceforth they may be in deed, fa and name 
one body of itſelſ for ever, and one ſociety corporated for ever with 
one * and two keepers or wardens in the ſociety of the fame 
myſtety or art of a Stationer of the city aforeſaid, and that they 


may enjoy a perpetual ſucceſſion. | 
III. And further we of our own ſpecial favour, certain knowledge 


and mere motion do by theſe preſents ordain, create, erct, make 


and confitute the foreſaid Lamas Dockwray the maſter of the ſame 
myſtery or art of a Stationer of the foreſaid city for one year next 
enſuing ;; and the ſoreſaid John Cawood and Henry Cooke the 
keepers or wardens of the ſame myſtery or ait of a Stationer of the 
fareſaid city for one year next enſuing; and we by theſe preſents do 
make, create and canſtitute the foreſaid William Bonham, Richard 
Way, Simon Coſton, Reynold Wolf, James Hollyland, Stephen 
Keva!, John Turke, Nicholas Taberner, Michael Ubley, John 
Jaques, William Ryddall, John Hudſon, John Walley, Thomas 
Uuxwell, Anthony Smith, William Powell, Richard Jugge, William 
Serryes, Robert Holder, Thomas Purſot, John Rogers, William 
Steward, Richard Patchet, Nicholas Borman, Ro: er Ireland. Ri- 


chard Croſſe, Thomas Powell, Anthony Crofte, Richard Hyll, Alen 


Gamlyn, Henry Norton, Richard Lint, Henry Luttell, Andrew 
Hertes, Thomas Devell, John Caſe, William Hyll, Richard Ri- 
chardſ en, Giles Hucke, John Kynge, John Fayrbarne, E. Hyll, 
Peter Freche, Richard Harry ſon, Humphry Powell, John Clerke, 


William Copland, William Marten, Edward Sutton, Thomas Par- 


ker, lohn Bonham, John Gough, John Daye, John Whitney, Si- 


WS i & * 


m „mad, William Baldwyn, William Coke, John Keval, Ro- 
dle, . Thomas Sawyer, Charlet Walley, Thomas , Patenſon, 


* 
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Thomas Merſhe, Richard Tottell, Ralph Tyer, John Burtofte, 
Willam Griffith, Edword Broune, Nicholas Clyfton, Richard Har- 
vy, Thomas Gunwell, Edward Cator, John Kele, Thomas By ton, 
Thomas Maſkall, William Norton. William Pyckeryng, Richard 
Baldwyn, Richa:d Grene, Thomas Byden, Robert Badborne, John 
Alday, Robert Blythe, George Brodehead, Hugh Cotisfurth, Richard 
Malleis, Thomas Gee, Richard Keve'l, jun. John Shereman, Tho- 
mas Skeroll, Owen ap Roger, John Tyfdale, Adam Croke, and 
John Foxe the commonzlty of tne (ame myſtery ur art of a Sta- 

tionet of the citv aforeſaid. : 
IV. And further we o1dain, create, ereft, make and conſtitute 
by theſe preſen's the foreiaid mafter and keepers or wardens and 
commonalty one body in deed and name of themſelves for ever, and 
one ſociety for ever corporate with ane maſter and two keepers ot 
wardens ani the communalty of the fame m.ftery or art of a Sta- 
tioner of the city of London aforeſaid. _ And we do incorporate the 
ſame maſt er, keepers or werdens and commonalty, ard by theſe pre-" 
ſentꝰ we de really and ful y will, grant, create, erect, ordatn” WARD + 
declare and conflirute the ſaid maſſer and keepers ur wardens at 
commonalty a body corporate to continue for ever by the namt of 
the mafter and keepers or wardens and commonalty of the myttery 
of a t of a Statione: of the city of London: and that the fame maſter 
and keepers or wardens . and commonalty may f om hencefor wrt 
have a perpetual ſucceſſion : and that t*e ſame m:fter and keerert- o 
wardens and c mmonalty and their ſucceſſors for ever may be ff d. 
entitled and called by the name of the maſter and keepers or ward n. 
and commonalty of the myſtery or art of a S'ationer of the city nf 
London: and that they may be able to pl ad and be impleaded, t. 
anſwer and to be af ſwered by that name in all and finzular metters, 
{.its and plain:s, :A:ons, demands and cauſes before any of ode 
judges and juitices Whomſoevec in any co rts or p aces whatſoever : 
and that they may have a common ſe] to ſerve and to Fe v'ed for their 
affairs ani butine's; and for the lealing of all and fingular their dee vs 
and wri ings any Wiſe touchiog or concerning their affairs and bufineſ. 
V. And that the fame maſter and keepers or wardens and commo- 
nalty and their ſucceſſors may from time to 'ime mak- and ordair an 
eftabliſh for the good and well ordering and governing of the freine1 
of the foreſaid art or myſtery and of the foreſa'd ſociety, orimance's, 
roviſions and laws as often as they ſhall ſee proper and convenient: 
VI. Provided that thoſe ordinances, pr oviltor.s and laws be in no wiſe 
repugnant or contrary to the laws and ſtatutes of this our Ringddm af 
England, or in prejudice to the commonweal of our ſame kingdom. 
II. And that the ſame and their ſucceſſore for ever are enabled 
and may lawfully and ſafely without moleſtation or diffirbaiiee 
of us of the heirs or fucceſſors of our foreſaid queen, or of any o- 
ther perſon, bold, as often as they. pleaſe, lawful and honeſt icetivgs 

of themſelves for the enacting 3 ws and drdinandes, and tankers 
2 ing 
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ing other buſineſs for the benefit of the fame myſtery or art, and of the 
fame ſociety, and for other lawful cauſes in the manner aforeſaid. 

VIII. And that the ſoreſald mafter and keepers or wardens and the 
commenalty of the ſaid myſtery or art of a Stat ioner cf the fo: efvid city, 
and their ſucceflors, or the greater part of them being aſſembled law 
fully and in a convenient place, may yearly for ever, or oftner or fel. 
domer, at ſuch times and places within the ſaid city, as they ſhall think 
fit, chuſe from amongſt themſelves, and make one maſter and two 
keepers or wardens of the ſame myſtery or art of a St⸗tioner of the fore- 
ſaid city, torule, govern and ſuperviſe the foreſaid myſtery and ſucie 
ty, and all the men of the ſame myſtery, and their buſineſs ; and to 
remove and diſplace the former maſter and the former keepers or war- 
dens ou: of thoſe offices, as they ſhall ſee beſt. 

IX. And that if, and as often as, it ſhall happen in any election that 
the mafter and ke: pen or wardeſd and the foreſaid commonalty are e- 
qual in v one part againſt another in ſuch an election, that then 
and ſo often maſter of the forefaid m „it there ſ1:a!l be then 
any maſter, or the upper keeper or wa of that myſtery, if there 
hall then be no miſter, may have two votes in ſuch elections. 

X. And that the maſter and keepers or ward. ns and ct mmonalty of 
the forefaid my ſlery, and their ſucceſſors for the time be ing ſha'l be 
deemed fit and able perfons in law as well to give, grant and o let their 
lands and tenements, poſſeſſions, goods and chattels, as to purchaſe, 
pallef, take and receive for themſelves and their ſucccllirs, lands, 
tenements, poſſeſſions, goods, chattels and inher:tances to be bad,” en- 
Jpyed and policfſed by themſelves and their ſucceſſors for ever, the 
tute againſt putting and tene ments in mort main, or any other 
ſtatute, act or ordinance to the contrary notwithſtan ding; 
XI. Poovided that the ſaid lands, tenements and inhericances fo to 
be purchaſed and to be poſſeſſed by them, be with.n o:r ſaid city of 
r ot ſuburbs, or the liberties of the ſame city ; and fo that they 
not in any wiſe exceed the yea:ly value of twenty pounds of Law- 
ful money of Eaglan ccc. 

XII. Moreover we will, grant, ordain and conftitute for our ſelves 
and the ſucceſſors of our foreſaid queen that no perſon within this our 
kjagdom of England or dominions thereof, either by himſelf or by his 
journeymen, ſervants or by any other perſon ſhall praftiſe or exerc ſe 
the art or myſtery of printing or ffamping any book or thing to be 
fold or to be bargained for within this our kingdom of England or the 
dominiogs thereof, unleſs the fame per ſon is or ſhall be one of the ſo- 
Ticty of the foreſaid myſtery or art of a Stationer of the city aforeſaid 
at the time of his fore ſaid printing or ſtamping ; or has for that pur- 
poſe obtained aur licence or the licence of the heirs and ſucceſſors of 
pur forefaid queen. | 
XIII. Marcover we will, grant, orda'n end conflitute for ourſelves, 
the heirs and ſurceſſoꝶ of our ſaid queen, to the ſoreſaid mater, kecp- 
ers or wardens and the omen of the myſtery ot act of a Statio- 
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of London, and to their ſucceſſors for ever, 


ner of the foreſaid 
that the foreſaid maſter and keepers or wardens and their ſucceflars. _- 


for the time being ſhall very lawfuliy as well ſearch, and as ofien a 
they pleaſe, any place, ſhop, houſe, chamber or building of any. 
tamper, printer, binder or ſeller of any manner of banks within aur 
kingdom of England or dominions thereof, concerning or (or any 
books or things printed, ſtamped or to be printed or ſtamped, as ſcizc, 
take away, have, burn or convert to the proper uſe of the faid ſociery 
all and fingular tho'e books and thoſe things, which are or ſhall be 
printed or ſtamped contrary to the form of any ſtatute, act or pro- 
clamation made or to be made. | 
XIV. Aud that, if any perſon ſhall practiſe or exerci'e the foreſaid 
art or myflery contrary to the form above deſcribed ; or ſhall diſturb, 
refuſe or hinder the forefaid maſter and Feeperz or wardens for the time. 
being, or any o@e of them for the time being to make the foreſaid ſearch, 
or to ſe ige. take awayor burn the forefaid books or things, which are, or 
any one of which has been printed or ſtamped, or are to be printed ar 
ſtamped contrary to the form of agy ſtatute. act or proclamation, hat 
then the ſorefaid maſter or keepers or 'wirdens for the time being ſhall 
impriſon or ſead to gaol, or either of them ſh-Il impriſon or ſend 10 
gao! every ſuch perion ſo praftifing or exerciſing the fore ſaid art or my- 
ſtery ecntrary to the formaforeſaid, or fo that, as aforeſaid the diſturber,' 
refuſer or hinderer ſhall there remain without bail or mainprize for the 
ſpace of three months ; and that the ſame perfon fo praiſing the are 
or myſtery aſoreſaid contrary to the faid form, or fo that. as aforefaid, 
the difturber, refuſer or hinderer ſhall pay or cauſe to be paid for every 
ſuch practiſing or exercifing as aforeſaid, contrary to the ſaid form, and 
far every ſuch diſturbance, I-t or hinderance, one hundred (hillings of 
!zwful money of England, one moiety thereof to us, our hei-g and fuc- 
ceſſors of the {orefaid quren, and the other moiety thereof to the fore» 
faid maſter, keepers or wardens and commonalty, &c. In witneh 
wWaercof, the king and queen at Weſtminſter, May 4. 
| # By writ of privy feal, & e. 
Queen Elizabeth did by her letters patents cunfirm the above char- 
ter, in the following manner: | 
The queen to whom theſe preſents, &c. greeting. We have ſeen 
the letters patents of the lord Philip, king, and the lady Maty he 
qucen of Egg!agd uur maſt dearly beloved fifter, to the maſler, 
keepers or err the myſtery or art of a Statio 
ner of gur city of London, lately granted at Weſtmiuſter on the 4th- 
day of May, in the 3d and 4th years of their reigns: ¶ Here the char - 
ter of Philip and Mary is recited word for word, confirmed by 
her as follows ] And we ratifying and allowing the foreſoid lowers, 


our heirs and ſucceſſors, ay 


Michael 
Lobley 
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Lobley and Thomas Duxwell the keepers or wardens of the fame 
myſtery, and to their ſucceſſors in ſuch manner, as the foreſaid te- 
cited charter and letters do reaſonably in themſelves teſtify. In wit- 
neſs whereof, &c. the queen at Weſtminſter, on the tenth day of 
November, and in the firſt year of our reign. 

+ Beſides this confirmation, the charter of Philip and Mary was twice 
exemplified by king Charles II. in the years 1667 and 1684. 


Firſt Grant. 


Letters patents granted to the Company of Stationere, OQ. 29. 1603. 
1 James I. for the ſole printing of Primers, Plalters, Pſalms, Al- 
manacks, &c. in Engliſh. 

Jawes, by the grace of God, &c. to all prynters, bookſellers, and all 

, others to whome, &c. greetynge. 
LR Nowe ye that wee for the helpe and reliefe of our lovynge ſub- 
jects being of the corporacion of maſter and keepers or wardens 
and comynaltye of the arte or myſterye of Stacyoners of the cittye of 

London, and of theire ſucceſſors, of our ſpecial grace, eerta n know- 

ledge and mere motion have given arid granted and by theis preſentes 

for us, Gur heires and ſucceſſors doe gyve and graunte ful! power, au- 
thoritie, pryvyledge and lycence unto the ſaide maſter and xeepets or 
wardens and comynaltye of the myſtery or arte of Stacyone s of the 

eittye of London and to theire ſucceſſors for ever to imprynt or cau e 

to be imprynted all taanner of baoke and bookes of prymers, pſal ers 

and pſalmes in meter or proe with muſicall notes or withoute notes, 
both in great volumes and ſmall in the Eagliſhe tonge, which now 
be or at anye tyme hereafter ſhall be ſett for he and permytted by us, 
our heires or ſucc<flors or by anve other perſon or perſons thereto by 
us, oute heires or ſucceſſors authoryſed or to be authorvſed to be had, 

d, read and taughte of, by or unto oure lovynge ſabjects througle 

oute oute realme of England by whatfoerer name or names the fan e 

bogoke or bookes or an; e of them are or ſhall be called (the bookes cf 

common prayer uſually read or to be read in the churches of England , 

together with al} bookes conteyned in the letters patents of the office 

of oute prynter graunted to Robert Barker and Criſtofer his ſonne al- 
wais excepted and forepryſei) anye other priviledge or anye other or- 
der heretofore grented or taken to the contrarie no*'withſtandinge 
ſtraightly inhybytynge and prohybytynge all other the ſubjects of us, 
aure heires and ſuc:etiors to prynt, utter or ſell, or cauſe to be prynt- 
ed, uttered or ſolde anye other booke or books of prymers, pſalters 
and pſalmes in the Engliſhe tonge (except before excepted) then ſuch 
ap ſhal be by the maſter and keepers or wardens and comynaltie of the 
myſtery or arte of Stacyoners of the cittye of London or theire ſucceſ- 
ſors prynted or cauſed to be printed accordinge to the true meanynge 
of thys our prefent priviledg, uppon payne of forfeiture of all ſuche 

bookes as they ſhall impryate, utter or ſell cantrarye to the 28 

bereof; the fame baoke and bookes, ſo to be forfeited, to be ſaiſed 

uppon 
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uppon and taken by the ſaid maſter or keepers or wardens and comy- 
naltye of the myſtery orarte of Stacyoners of the citt\e of London and 
their ſucce{ſors, and uppon ſuch paynes and penalties as may be inflicted 
uppon fuche as contempne and infrynge oure commaundment _ 

{1. Wherefore wee will and commaunde all and every the off ycers 
and ſubjects of us, our heires and ſucceſſors, as they tender oure fa- 
voure and will avoid our d-ſpleaſurc, that they and every of them, yf 
neede do requyre, do aid and affyſte the faid maſter and keepers or war- 
dens and comynaltye of the myſtery or arte of Stacyoners of the cittye 
of London and theire ſucceſſors in the due execution of this our graunte 
and lycence with effecte accordynge io the true intente and meanynge - 


of the ſame. | 
III. And futher knowe yee that wee of oure more aboundante 


grace, certen knowledge and mere mocion for the better reliefe of the 
faide corporacion of maſter and keepers or warcens and commynaitye 
of the my ſtery or art of Stacyoners of the cittye of London and their 
ſucceſſors, of oure eſpecyall grace, certen knowledge an mete mo- 
cion have given and graunted and by theis preſentes for us, cur heires 
and ſucceſſors do give and graunte unto the ſa de maſter and keepeis 
or wardeus and comynaltie of the myſtery or arte of Stacyoners of the 
cittye of London and theire ſucceſſor:, full power, priviledg and au- 
thoritie, that they the faid maſter and keepers or wardens and comy- 
naltie and their ſucceſſors ſhall and may at all tymes, and from tyme 
to tyme for ever prynte and cauſe to be prynted all manner of alma- 
nacks and prognoftycacions whatſoever in the Engliſhe tonge, and all 
manner of bookes and pamphletrs tendynge to the ſame purpoſe, and 
which are not to be taken or conſtrued other than almanacks or prog- 
noſtycacyons being allowed by the archbuſhop of Canterbury and bu- 
ſhop of don, or one of them for the tyme beinge, or by ſuch o- 
ther perſon or perſons as they or either of them for the tyme beinge 
ſhall in that behalfe aſſigne or appoynte, by what names or titles ſo- 
ever the ſame ſhall be entituled, named or called, as ſhal be printed 
within thys realme of Englande. 

IV. -Wherefore by theſe preſentes for us, oure he'res and ſucceſſorg 
wee doe ftraightlye charge, prebybitte and commaunde all ard lingt « 
ter other prynters, bookſellers and all other the off cers mynyſters and 
ſubjects whatſoever of us, oure heires and ſucceſſors that they or any 
of them at any tyme or tymes hereafter ſha] not prynte ot cauſe to be 
prynted any of the faide almanacks, prognoſticacyons or any other al- 
manacks or prognoſtycacyons, books or pampbletts in. the Enpliſhe 
tonge tendinge to the fame or like purpoſe, and that may be in any 
—_ con ſtrued and taken as almanacks and prognoſticacions' b wat 
titles or addy cyons ſoever, the ſame be or ſhal be in tytled or n med, 
nor buy, utter or ſell, or cauſe to be boughte, uttered or (ole 205 
other al manacks, prognoſtycacyons or other books in the Enghſhe 

tendinge to the ſame purpoſe t hen ſuch cnly as ſhall be printed 


tonge 
by tte faid maſter and keepers or wardens and comynaltie of the n = 
i un ie wet a, ſtety 
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flery or arte of ;tacyoners of the cittye of London and their ſucceſſors 
vppon payne of forfeiture of all ſuch almanacks, books or pamphletts 
»nd proghoſtycacyons as ſhall be printed, bought, uttered or folde 
contrary to the lymyucyoa and meaninge of theiſe oure |.tters pa- 
tentes, and uppon payne of forfeiture of twelre pence for every alma- 
nack and prognaſtycaeyon fo to be printed, beughte, utter.d or ſolde, 
a"d olſo uppon ſuch payne: and penalties as may be inflicted uppon ſuch 
as conterpne or infryng: oure commaundmer te 10yal., all which ſaide 
forfeitures to be to the uſe of us, our heires and ſuc ceſſors. 

V. And moreover by thei e our let ters pate nts for us, oure beires and 
| ſucceſſor wee do will and commaunde all and finguler oure offycers, 
mon ſters, and ſubjects whatſoever, as they tender oure favour and will 
avoice oure ind gnac ion and dyſplea ure for the centratye, that they 
an eve'y one of them (yf need ſhall requyre) do aide and aſſiſte the 
ſaide maſter and keepers, or wardens and comynallie and theire ſucceſ- 
ſors, s well tor ſearchinge of all ſuch perſon or perſcn.s offendinge 
therein, as in the due exercyſinge and execucion of this oure preſent 
lycer ce and pryvyledge with „ and in all matten incicent to the 
lame accordynge to the true meanynge of theis preſents, 

VI. And further know yee that wee of oure more ample grace, cer- 
ten krowledre and mere mocion for us, oure beires and fi:ccefſo's doe 
dy cheiſe preſents graunte uno the ſaide m. ſter and keepers ur wardens 
and comynaltye ot the myftery or arte of Stacy oners of the cittye of 
London and their ſuccefivis, that the faide maſter, wardens and an l- 
tanis of the ſaide corporac hm tor the tyme beinge, or the greater pazte 
of them (whereof the maſter of the ſaid corporation for the tyme be- 
inge, to be one) (hall have full and free lycence, power and authority 
to conftitute, ordeyne and make from tyme to tyme ſuch reaſonable 
law*, ordinances and cunftytucions, as to them or the greater part of 
them (whereof the maſter of the faid corporacion for the tyme being 
to be one) (hall ſeem good, profitable, honeſt and neceſſary accordy age 
to theire diſcrecions for the good governmente and di. ect ion of the faid 
muſter and keepers or wardens and cowynalty and of their ſucceflars in, 
abo ute or concernynge the due execucion of theis our letters patentes. 

Vil. And that the ſaid mafter, wardens and aſſyſtants for the tyme 
beinge and theige fuccefiors, or the greateſt parte of them (whereof 
the maſter of the ſaid corporac ion for the tyme beinge to be one} ſu 
often as they {hu/l conſtitute. ordey un and make anye tuck lawes, ccn- 
fiveucions and ordynances, 23 is aforc{aid, fhall and may impoſe, a- 
ſelle, ordeyne and provyde fuch paynes, punyſſunentes — 
dy impriſonment of body or by ſynes and amercamentes of by ei 
of them all ſuch as ſhall offcnde agaynſt fach lawes, ordynances 


and conſtitueĩons or any of them, as to the ſaid maſter, wardens un 
aſſ ſtante , and theire ſucceſſors, for the tyme beinge, or the greater 
part of them {whereof the maſter of the ad corportcion-for the tywe 
deinge to be one) ſha'l ſoem accefiary and conveayente for the obſer- 
vacion of the ſaĩde la wes, ordynances and conftitucion: : 3 

nes 
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co nes and amerciaments from tyme to tyme and at all tymes hereafter 
ſhall and may levy, take and have to the uſe and behoofe of the ſaid 
maſter and keepers or wardens and comvnaltye and of theire {ucce!- 
ſors withoute imp-<dymente of us, our heires or ſucceſſors, and with- 
out any accoumpte th.r:fore to us, oure heires or ſucceſſots to be 
rendered or mace. 

VIII. All and ſinguler which lawes, ordynances and confſtitucion? 
ſo, as aforeſaid, to be made, wee N ta he obſerve! un et the payn-s 
therein to be conteyned, fo alwayes that the ſaid. lawes, ordyaances 
and conſtituc'ons be examyned and appro» ed by the chancellor of Eng- 
lande, treaſurer of Englinde and chene juſtices of either benches of us, 
or heires or \:cceffors tor the tyme beinge or any three af them, ard 
be not contrary or repuznante to the lawes, ſtatutes, rights or cuſt ms 
of our realme of Englande, nor contrery to a decree touching printers 
and bookſellers made in the conrte of Starr Chamber the three and 
twentith diy of June in the eight and twentuh yere of the taigne of 
Elizabeth late queen of Englande. _ 

IX. And for the avoyding of all confuſyon which may happen ia 
and aboute the premilT s, oute will and pleaſure is, and by theſe pre- 
ſentes for us, our heires and ſucceſſors wee do will and graunte that 
the government, order and direccion of all affaires, matters and 
thinges concernynge the excercion of this oute graunte and priviiedge 
ſhall from yme to tyme and at al! tymes for ever remain whol:y and 
fyrmly in the maſter, wardens ard aſſiſtantes of the myſtery or arte of 
S-ationers of the cittye of London and of their ſucceſſors or of the 
Freer parte of them, whereof the maſter of the aid corpuracion for the 
tyme d inge to mw one, In witneſs wher: of, Ke. I, R. apud Harfeld 
xxix die Octobris. Per Breve de privato Sigillo, &. 


Second Graxt. 


Tam's, by the grace of God, &c. to all prynfers, 'bagk(-llers, and all 
others to whoine theſe preſentes ſhall come, greetynge. 


J. WI} Hereas our dear ſiſter Elizabeth late queen of England by her 
letters p+tentcs under the great ſea'e of England, bearing date 
at Weſtminſter the ſix h and twentith dale of February in the three 
and thirtieth year of her late rejgne, did cf her eſpecial grace, cextgioe 
knowledge and mecre motion, graunt and give licence and priviledge 
unto her well beloved ſibjet Verney Alley gentleman, and to his al- 
ſignes in reverſion for terme of thirty yeares, to commence and begin 
immeviatelie from and after the death and deceaſe of John Daie aod 
Richard Daje his ſonne, by himſelf or by bis aſignes to imprint or 
cauſe to be imprinted the pſalms of David in Engliſh-megire, and notes 
to ſinge them; the A B C with the little catechiſme and the catechiſme 
ig Bngliſhe and Latine compiled by Alexander Nowell, with all other 
bookes in Engliſhe or Latine, which the ſaid Alexander Nowell before 
that had made or thereafter ſhould make, write or tranſlate, and had or 
ſhoal.l appoint to be printed by the ſaid Verney Alley or his aflignes ; ard 
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alſo all ſuch other bookes whatſoever as the ſaid Verney Alley ſhould im- 
print, being compiled, tranſlated and ſet forth by anie learned man at the 
procur ent, coſts and charges of the ſa d Verney Alley, ſoe that no ſuch 
b ke © be ſhould be repugnant to the hol e ſcripture or the l. wes or 
order: uf this r a me, as in, and by the ſame letters patents maie appeare; 


Which ſaid letters hntents the adminiſtrators and aſſignes of the ſaid Vet- 


ney have ahgngd ad tt over unto certaine perſons in truſt to the uſe 
of the maſter and keepers or wardens and commynaltie of the arte cr 
miftery of Stacioners of the cittie of London and theiie fucceſſors. 

II. And wheres alſo ly our let ers patents under our great ſea] of 
England bra: nge date at Harficlde the nyne and twentith &ai- of Oc- 
tober, in the firſt yeare of our reigne of England, France and leland, 
and of Scotl.nd the fever and thirtieth, it is mencioned, that wee for 
the helpe and relicfe of our lovynge ſubjects beinge of the corporacion 
of the maſter and keepers or wardens and commynaltic of the arte or 
myſterie of Stacioners of the e tte of London, and theire ſucceſſors, of 
oure ſpecial grace, c-rtaine knowledge and meere mocion hare given 
and graunted full power and authoritie, priviledge and Iycer ce unto 
the ſaide maſter and keepers or wardens and omynalt e of the miſter'e 
or arte of Stacioners of the cittie of London and to theire ſuceſlors for 
ever to imprint or cauſe to beimprinted all manner of booke and book. s 
of primers, pſalteis and pſalmes in meeter or proſe with muſical notes 

or withoute notes, both in great volumes 1 in ſmall in the Engliſhe 
tongue, which tt en were or at any time after that ſliould be fe't forthe 
and permitted by us, our heires or ſucceſſors or b- any other per ſon or 


perſons the: 
Yiſed to be had, uſed, read or taught of, by cr untg our berge ſub» 
jects throughout our rex me of England by whazPevEr name or names 
the ſame booke or bookes or anie of were or ſhoulde be called 
(the bookes of common p. allie read or io be read in the chuiches 
of Englande, toges ter with all bookes con eyned in the letters pa- 
rcntes of H fe of our printer graunted to Robert Parket and Chri- 

HET bis ſonne out of the ſaidvrecite4 graunt alwaies excepted, and 
forepriſed) with prohibition to all other the ſubjects of us, our heires 
and ſucceſſors to print, utter or ſe l, or cauſe to bee printed; uttered 


or ſould anie other booke or bookes of pry mmere, 22 and plalmes 
in the Engliſhe tongue (except as in the ſaid recited letters patents is 
= ern alde bee by the maſter and keepers or war- 


epted) then ſi'ch as ſho 
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or the irt ſucceſſors printed or cauſed to be pt inted accordinge to the 
meaneing of the fan: graunte. 

"It. 22 in and by our faid recited letters patents it further 

mencioned that wee of our more abundant grace, certaine knowledge 

and metre mocion for the better relie'e of the ſaid corporac ion of the 

maſter and keepers or wardens and comynaltie of the miftery or arte 

of Sticyoners of the - cittie of London and theire ſucceſſors, did give 


and graunte unfo the ſaide maſter and Keepers or Wardens and com- 
Þ i w jou (6-26 19 w + ih —— ; . * 6: » mynaltie 
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mynaltie of the miſtery or arte of Stacyoners of the cittie of London 
and theire ſucceſſore, full power, priviledge and authority, that they 
the aid maſter and keepers or wardens and comynaltie and theire ſuc- 
cefors ſhould and might at all times, and from time to time for ever 

rinte and cauſe to be printed all manner of almanacks and progno- 
{ticacions whatſoever in the Engliſhe tongue, and all manner of bookes 
and pamphletis tendynge to the ſame purpoſe, and which were no: to 
bee t. ken or conſtrued other then almanacks or prognoſticacions beinge 
allowed by the archbiſhoppe of Canterbury and the biſhoppe of Lon- 
don, or one of them for the time beinge, or by ſuche other perſon or 
perſuns as they or either of them for the ty me beinge ſhoulde in that 
bch-le aſſigne or appointe, by what names or titles ſoever the ſame 
ſhould b e entitle i, named or cal ed, as ſhould be printed within this 
rca'me of Englende, with ſtraight commaundement and prohibicion 
to all and finguler other printers, bookſellers and a'] other officers 
minifters and ſubjects whatſyvever of us, our heires and ſucceſſors, that 
they or anie of them at anie time or times after that ſhould not printe 
cr eauſe to bee printed anie of the ſaid almanacks, progrofticacions or 


aaie other almanacks or prognoſticacions, bookes or pamphletts in the 


Engliſhe tongue tendinge to the ſame or like purpoſe, and that mighte 
bee in anie wiſe conſtrued and taken as almanac ks and prog noſticaci- 
ons by what titles or addicions ſoever the ſame were or ſhould be in- 
titled or named; nor buy, utter or ſell, or cauſe to be boughte, ut- 
tered or ſoulde anie other almanacks, prognoſticacions or other bookes 
in the Engliſhe tongue tendinge to the ſame purpoſe, then ſuch cneiie 
as ſhoulde bee prin ed by the faide maſter and keepers or wardens and 
comynaltye of the miſte: ie or arte of Stacyoners of the cittie of Lon- 
don and theire ſucceſſors, as in and by the faide recited letter: patents 
more plainelie appeareth, which ſaide recited letter, patents by us 
graunted the ſaide maſter and keepers or wardens of the art or miſte- 
rie of Stac:oners of the cittie of London have {urrenccred to us in our 
court of Chauncerie, and which wee have accepted, n 

IV. Now know yee that wee for the helpe and re iefe of the ſaide 
cor pbrac ion of mafter and keepers or wardens and comynaltie of the 
arte or miſterie of Stacioners of the cittie of London ard theire ſuc- 
ceſſors, of our ſpecial certain: knowledge and meere mocion 
have given and grauated, and by theſe preſents for us, our heires and 
ſucceſlors doe give and graunte full power, authoritie, priviledge and 
licence unto the ſaide maſter, and keeper or wardens and comynaltie 
of the miſterie or arte of Stacioners of the cittie of London and to 
theire ſucceſſors for ever, to imprinte oc cauſe to bee imprinted all 


manner of booke or Mokes of prymmers, plaiters and pſalms in 


meeter or proſe with muſicali noates or without noates both in great 
volumes and in ſmall, in the Engliſhe tongue, which now bee or at 
anie time hereafteshall bee ſett forthe and permitted by us, our heirs 
or ſucceſſors, or by anie other perſon or perſons thereto by us, our heireg 
or ſucceſſors authecizcd or to NID to bee had, reade, uſed 
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or taught of, by, or unto our lovinge ſubjects throughout the realme 
of Englande by whatſoever name or names the ſame booke or bookes, 
or anie of them are or ſhall ber called, (the booke of common pray er 
u ualſ e read or to be reade in the churches of Englande, togeather with 
a | ko.kes conteyned in the letters p tents of the office of our printer 
zraunted to Robert Barker and Chriſtopher his ſonne, other then the | 
ſaide booke and bookes of prymmers, pſalters, pſalms in meeter or 
proſe, almanacks, prognofticacions and bouokes and pamphletts tendinge 
to tne ſame purpoſe, which are not to bee tak: n or conſtrued other 
then almaracks or prognoſticacions, alwaies excep:ed and forepriſes) if 
anie priviiedge or any Other order her-tofore graunted or taken to the | 
contrarie notwithſtandinge: firaightlic int ibiting and prohibiting all 
ther perſon or perſors whatfoever to printe, utter cr ſell, or cauſe to 
bee pr nted, uttered or fould, or to be brought into this realme from anie 
the partes beyonde the feas anie other booke or b«-okes of prymmers, 
pſalters and pfalmes in the Engliſhie tongue (except belore excepted) 
then tuche as ſhall bee by the maſter and keepers or wardens and com- 
naltie of the mifterie of arte of Stacioners of the cittic of London, or 
theire ſueceſſors, printed or cauſed to bee printed according to the true 
meanin ze cf this our preſent graunt and priviledge, upon paine of for- 
teitute of all ſuche bookes, as they ſhall imprinte, utter or ſell con- 
rrarie to the meaninge hereof: the ſame tooke or bookes fo to bee 
tviſeited to be ſeiſed uppon and taken by the ſaide maſter and keepers 
vr wardens and comynaltie of the miſtery or arte of Staciuners of the 
ci tie of London and theire ſucceſſors to theire owne proper uſe, bene- 1 
fitt and behoofe, and uppon ſuch paines and penzItics as may be inflicted 1 
uppon ſuche as contemne and infringe our commaundement royall. 

V. Wherefore wee will and commaunde all and every the officers 
and ſubjeCls of us, our heires and ſucceſſors, as they tender oure fa- 
voure and will avoide our diſpleaſure, that they and every of them (if 
reede do require) doe aid and affyſte the fais! maſter and krepers and 3 3 
wardens and comynaltie of the arte or mifterie of Stacioners of the cittie 
of London, and theire ſucceſſors, in the due execution of this our- 
graunte and lycence with effecte, accordinge to the true intent and 
meaninge of the fame. 

VI. And further know yee that wee of our more aboundant grace, 
certain knowledge and meere mocion, for the better reliefe of the ſaice 
corporacion of maſter and keepers cr wardens and comynaltie of the 
miſterie or arte of Stacioners of the cittie of London and their ſucceſ- 
tors, of our ſpecial grace, certaine know Edge and meere mccion have 
given and graunted, and by theſe preſents for us, our heires ard ſuc- 
eeſſoxs doe give and graunte unto the faide maſter and keepers or war- 
dens ard comynzltie of the miſteric or arte of Staciogers of the cittie of 
London, and theire ſucceſſors, full power, priviledge and%authoritie that 
they, the ſaide maſter and keepers or wardens and comynaltie and theire 
ſuccetiors ſhall and maie at all times and from time to time for ever printe 
and caſe co bee printed all manner of almanacks and progoofticacjons 

in 
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in the Engliſhe tongue, and all manner of bookes and pamphletts tend - 
inge to the ſame purpoſe, and which are not to be taken and conſtrued 
other then almanacks or prognofticacions, being allowed by the arch- 
biſhboppe of Canterburie and biſhoppe of London, or one of them for the 
time beinge, or by ſuche other perſon or perſ. ns, as they or either of 
them, for the time beinge, ſhall in that beha fe aſſigne or appointe by 
what names or titles ſoever the fame ſhall be intit ed, named or called, 
23 ſhall bee printed within this our realme of Englande. 

VII. Wherefore by theſe preſents for us, our heirs and ſueceſſors 
wee doe ſtraightlie charge, prohibite and commaunde all and ſingulet 
other printers, bookfc}ers and all others the officers, miniſters and 
ſubjects whatſoever of us, our heires and ſucce ſſots, that they or anie 
of them at anie time or times hereafter ſhall not printe or cauſe to bee 
printed or brought from the pagtes beyonde the ſeas anie of the ſaide 
almanackes, prognofticacions or anie other almafiackes or prognoſti- 
cacions, bcokes or pamphle:ts in the Engliſhe tongue, tendinge to the 
ſame or like purpoſe, and that maie be in anie wiſe conſſrued aud ta- 
ken as almanackes and prognofticacions by what titles or. addicious ſo- 
ever the ſame bee or ſhall bee intitled or named, nor buy, utter or tell, 
or cauſe to bee boughte, uttered or ſoulde anie other almanackes, 
prognoſticacions or other bookes in the Engliſhe tongue tendinge 10 
the ſame or like purpoſe then, ſuch onelie as {hall bee printed by the 
ſaid maſter and keepers or wardens and comyraltie of the miflerie or 
arte of Stac ionets of the cittie of London, and theire ſucceſſors, up- 
pon paine of forfeiture of all ſuche alman:citcs, bockes, pampt:etrs 
and prognofticacions as ſhall be printed, bought, uttered or ſould 
coutrarie to the ly mitacidn and meaninge of theſe our letters patentes, 
and uppon paine of forfeiture of twelve pence for every almanacke aud 
prognofticacion ſoe to bee printed, boughte, uttered cr ſoulde, or im- 
ported, or brought into this realme from bey onde the ſeas; and allue 
uppon ſuch paynes and penalciey/as maie bee inflicted uppon ſuche as 
contemne and infringe dur commauncmente roya!l: all which faide 
forfeitures to bee to the uſe of us, our hetres and ſucceſſots. 

VIIL And moreover by theſe our letters patents for us, our heires 
and ſucceſſors wee doe will and commaunde all and finguler our offi- 
cers, miniſters, and ſubjects whatſcever, as they tender our favour, 
and will avoide our indignacion and diſpleaſure for the contrarie, that 
they and everie of them {if neede ſha'] require) doe ayde and aflitte the 
ſaide mafter and keepers or wardens and comynaltic and theire ſucceſ- 
ſors, as well for ſcarchinge af all ſuche perſon or perſones offencing, 
therein, as in the due exercife and execucion of this our preſent licence 
and priviledge with effect, and in all matters incident to the ſame, , 
accordinge to the true meaninge of theſe preſents. - 

IX. And further know yee that wee of our more ample pract, cer- 
taine knowledge and meere mocion for us, our heires and fuccetfors, 
doe by theſe preſents graunte unto the ſide maſter and keep rs or 
wardens and comynaltie of the miſterie or arte of Stacioners ot the 

eitue 


14 The Charter. and Grants of 


cittie of London, and theire ſucceſſors, that the ſaide maſter, war- 
dens and aſſiſtantes of the ſaide corporacion for the time beinge, of the 
greater parte of them (wherecf the maſter of the faide corpo acion, for 
the time beinge, to be one) ſhall have full and free licence, power 
and au:horitie to conſtitute, ordaine and make from time to time 
ſuche reaſonable lawes, ordinances and conſtitucions, as to them or 
the greater part of them (whereof the maſter of the ſaid corporacion, 
for the time beinge, to be one) ſhall ſeeme good, profitiable, honeſt 
and neceſſarie accordioge. to theite diſcrecions, for the good governe- 
mente and direccion of the ſaide maſter and keepers or wardens and 
comynaltie and of the re ſucceſſors in, aboute or concerninge the due 
ExCecucion of theſe o r letters patents: 

X. And that tne ſaide maſter, wardens and aſſiſtantes for the time 
beinge, and theire ſucceſſors, or the greateſt parte of them (whereof 
the malter of the ſaide corporacion, for the time beinge, to be one) 
ſoe often as they ſhall conſtitute, ordaine and make anic ſuch laws, 
conſtitvcions and ordinances, as is aforeſaide, ſhall and maic impoſe, 
aſſeſſe, ordaine and provide ſuch paines, puniſhmentes and penalties, 
by impriſonment of body or by fines and amerciamentes, or by either 
of them, uppon all ſuche as ſhall offende againſt ſuch lawes, ordirances 
and conſt itucions, or anie of them, as to the ſaid maſter, wardens and 
a ſſiſtantes and theire ſucceſſors for the time beinge, or the greater parte 
of them (whereof the maſter of the ſaide corporation for the t me a. 
to be one) ſhall ſeem neceſſaty and convenient for the obſervac ion 
the ſaid lawes, ordinancez and conftitucions, and the ſame fines and 
amerciaments from time to time and at all times hereafter ſhall and maie 
lea vie, ta e and have to the uſe and behoofe of the ſaide meſter and 
keep ets or wardens and comynaltie and of theire ſucceſſors without im- 
pedimen'e of us, our heires, or ſucceſſors, and withoute anie accompte 
therefore to us, our heires or ſcce ſſors to bee rendered or made. 


XI. All and finguler which lawes, ordinances and conſtitucions 


ſo*, as aforeſaide, to bee made, wee will to bee obſerved under the 
paines therein conteyned. So alwaies that the ſaide lawes, ordinances 
and conftitucions be alreadie, or ſhall bee examyned and approved by 
the chancellor of England, treaſurer of 1 and cheefe juſtices 
of either benches of us, our heires or ſucet ſſors for the t me beinge or 
anie three of them, and bee not contrarie or repugnant to the lawes, 
ſtatutes, rightes or cuſtomes of our realme of Englande, nor contrarie 
to the decree touching printers and bookſellers made in the courte of 
Starr Chamber the three and twentith daie of June in the eighte and 

twentith yeare of the raigne of oure ſaide deere ſiſter Elizabeth late 
_ queene of. EnglandeQ. 

XII. And wee alſoe do by theſe 2 confirme, approve and 
al'owe all and every ſuche lawes, ordinances and conftitucions as by 
the maſter and keepers or wardens and comynaltie of the ſaid miſterie 


or are of Stacioners or anie of theire predeceſſors have been conſtitu- 
ted, crdeyned and made for the good governmente and direccion 2 


— 
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the ſaide maſter and keepers or wardens and comp naltie and of their 
ſucceſſo's in, about or concerninge the due execucion of oure former 
letters p-tents graunted of the prem ſes or anie of them: and which 
lawes, Cru inances and co:ſtitucions have been examined and approved 
by the lard chancellor of Englande, and by the chiefe juſtices of either 
benche for the t me beinge under theire handes and ſeales. 

XIII. And for the avoideinge of all confuſion which maie happen 
in and about- the premiſes, our will and pleaſure is, and' by theſe pre- 
ſen'es for us, oure heires and ſucceſſors wee do will and graunte that 
the government, order and direccion of all affaires, matrers and thinges 
concctninge the execuci n of this our graunte and priviſedge ſhall from 
time to time and at all times for ever remaine whvlie and firm lie in 
the maſter, wardens and aſſiſtantes of the miſterie or arte of Stacioners 
f the cittie f L ndon, and of theire ſucceſſors, and of the greater 
parte of them (whereof the maſter of the faid corporacion for the time 
beinze to bec one), 

XIV. And wer further will and graunte for us, oure heires and ſuc- 
reſſors, that this oure preſente graunte ſha]! bee good and availeable 
againſt us, our heires and ſucceſſors, notwithſtandinge anie miſreci- 
tall or not-recitall of anie former gr unte or grauntes of the premiſſes 
or anie of them to anie perſun or perſons whatſoever ; and notwith- 
ſtandinge anie miſnameinge, not true nameinge or not nameinge of 
anie of the ptem ſles or of al ĩe of them; although exprelſe mencica 
of the c.rtaintie of the premiſſes or of anie of them, or of anie other 
2-ftes or grauntes by us, or an'e our progenitors or pre eceſſors to the 
ſaide mater and keepers or wardens and comnyn- ie heretofore made 
in theſe pre'entzs, is not exprefled ; or anie other or former graunte 
by us or anie cur progznitors heretofore had, made or done, or men- 
cione! to Fee had, made or done to anic other perſon or perſons what- 
ſo ver or anie ſta ute, ate, ordinance, provifi n. proclamacion or 
reſtrainte to the contrarie thereof had, made, ordei ned or provided 
or anie ther matter, cauſe or thinge whatſcever ta the contrarie not- 
withitandioge. In witneſs, &c. Witneſs ourſelf at Weſtminſter the 


eighte daic of Marche. Per Breve de Privato Sigillo, &. 


Thus, gentlemen, I have laid before yru, the Charter and Grants 
made for your benefit; and it may not be amiſs here to affign the fol- 
lowing reatous for the r republication, , 

F.r!t, I was induced thereto, from what paſſed between me and 
Mr. N— in the year 1741, when he made me a preſent of the 
copie; of the above Charter and Grants Coming to his houſe, to 
E an advertiſement into the L. E. he very facetiouſſy ſaid to me: 

ir, have you ſeen, the book of the Charter granted to the company 
of Stationers, and of the ſeveral Grants for printing, uttering and 
ſelling Primers, Plalters, Pſalms, Almanacks, and the A. B. C. with 
the Little Catechiſm, and the Catechiſm in Engliſh and Latin, &c.' 
by Alexander Nowell, made for the ſole benefit of the freemen ? = 


16 The Charter and Grants of © 
this I readily replied, that I had heard of it, but had not yet (een it, 
enpteſſing at the ſam- time my deſire of ſeeing, and being pled 
of one of them. Worthy Mr, N— on this, immediately ftepped in- 
to an adjoining room, and, returning, gave, into my hand, the 
book, making uſe of the following expreſſions and compliments: 
We (meaning, as I then ſuppoſed, him elf and the other worthy gen- 
temen equally concerned in the compilement and publication of the 
book of the Charter and Grants) uſually fell it for two ſhillings and 
fix pence : but I make it a preſent to you, becauſe I know you have 
A great regard for the rights and privileges, and profits and benefits of 
the freemen ; adding, that he was fure I would make a good ule of it; 
meaning, as I have ſince concluded, that I ſhould make a good uſe 
of the knowledge I might or ſhculd acquire by reading the book of 
the (harter and Grants he gave me. To anfwer the expectations of 
Mr, N.— the worthy donor {or rather worthy donors) as far as 1 
am able, and to render the aforeſaid book of the Charter and Grants 
thus generoufly given to me, of general uſe to my brocher-freemen, 
E haye here reprinted the Charter and Grants of the Company of 
Stationers, which is the ſubſtance of Mr. N—'s book, and propoſe 
to give gratis to every freeman of the ſaid company a printed copy 


Another, and the main reaſon which has, upon mature delibera- 
tion, determined me to republiſh your royal Charter and Grants is, 
that every one of you may have a COPY of them is your own pol- 
ſem̃on, that you may read, deliberate cn, and conſider the importance 
of the rights and priviledges, profits and emoluments, which have 
Hher< tofore by the Kings and Queens of England been granted unto 
you, to your children, and to your ſucceſſors: and that you may from 
fuch te- ding. deliberationand conſideration be ſtimula ten unanimouſly 
to ſtand by, encourage, and ſupport one another in the ſperdy recovery 
of your chartercd rights and privileges, your profi's and emoluments. 
of wh ch you have formerly been illegally, contrary to your Charter, 
and to the plain an4 expreſs meaning of your royal Grants, unjuſtiy 
deprived by a ſet of men, and their deſcendants, who have filled their 
own pockets, and the pockets of their friends and relations at the ex- 
pence of maſt of j ou their brethren from time to time. Y our caſe 
has been <care'ully drawn up, fairly ſtated, and, together with your 
royal Charter and Grants, laid before council, and opinions thereon 
procured. And to render the ſucceſs of this beneficial and chartered 
undertaking more certain, eaſy and expeditiovs, the manner in 
which you ſhou!d proceed to obtain your royal rights and profits 
council bath alſo preſcribed, ; 
Since I have been engaged in this undertaking, it has been objecl- 
ed, that the completion thereof would not be obtained without un- 
dergoing a tedious and expenſive law- ſuit. The objectors have been 


fhewn, and fully convinced, that this great and uſeful undertaking 
may be readily and eaſily procured without going to law, without 1 
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leaſt expence, and without the ſubſcription or contribution of one ſingle 
farthing. Norhing is wanted of the body of the freemen, but unani- 
mity and proper attendance at thoſe meetings which will be propoſed; 
and. as a conſequenee of thoſe meetings, a firm and becom ing teſolu- 
tion to carry the point or points then agreed on into execution, 
It has likewiſe been objected, that the freemen have by many by- 
laws made by themſelves, in common“ hall aſſembled, parted with 
their power, with the ſree diſpoſal of their r guts and liberties, and 
fince have quietly ſubmitted themſelves to be governed at the dif- 
cretion of a few, and their ſuccefſors, who have alfo ever ſince cho- 
ſen whom they pleaſed to ſhare with them in the honours and profits 
of the company. ET" 1 | | | * 

The Publibers of Charter and Grants in the year 1741 inti- 
mate, that they had and peruſed thefe by- laws, and they give of 
them the following character: There are. fay they, three parech 
4% of by-laws, every one of which is calculated to eftabliſh- an arbi- 
„ trary and tyrannical government in the company.” They have 
_— one (Pref. p. 12.) relative to a court of aſſiſtants, in theſe 
words: LR. 

% It is likewiſe ordained, that the full. and abſolute power of no- 
% mination and election of maſter, wardens and a fſiſtu nis, members 
* of the livery, and of all other officers of the faid ſociety, ſhall al- 
© ways be and remain as uſually heretofore” hath been, only in the 
*© maſter, ward-ns and aſſiſtants of the faid ſociety or the major part 
4% of them in a court or courts of aſſiſtants aſſembled; in which 
% nomination and choices they ſhall obſerve the ancient ways, time 
% and method of nomination and election which have heretofore 
© been obſerved and uſed in tbe ſaid ſociety,” | 

This by-law is in itſelf null and void, and no way obligatory on 
us the preſent freemen, becauſe it is directly contrary to the expres 
words of the Charter, which ſays: 

* And that the foreſaid maſter and keepers or wardens and the 
© com of the ſaid myft:ry or art of a Stationer of the tore · 
aid city, and their ſucceſſors, or the greater part of them, being 
„ aflembled lawfully and in a convenient place, may yearly for ever, 
« or cftner or ſel omer, at ſuch times and places, within the faid 
« city, as they ſhall think fit, chuſe from amongft themſelves, and 
* make one maſter and two keepers or wardens of the ſame myſtery 
« or art of a Sta ioner of the forefaid city, to rule, govern and lus 
& perviſe the foreſi d myſtery and fociety, and all the men of the 
< ſame mi ſtery and their buſineſs; and to remove and d fplace the 
« former muſter and the former keepers or wa deus cut of thbie of- 


« fires, ag' ſhall fee | eft.” 


Again, the a object on, founded on the by-law, can be © ins 
pres at this time, fince as the aforeſaid g-ntlemen have ſhown, 
(p. 24, 26.) the chatter granted by king Charles the ſecond” in the 
laſt year of his reiga, for the — of a court of aſſiſtanta, 
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was rep aled, and declared null and void to all intents and purpoſes 
in the ſecond y-ar of the reign of king William the third. So that 
there remains now in force only the Charter granted us in the third 


and fourth of Pnilip and Mary made in the year 1556. 


Obtervations on reading the Charter. 


1. That the rights and privileges granted by the Charter of Philip 
and Mary do be'ong and appertain © al! the freemen of the company 
of Stationers at large. | | | 

2. That th: cho ce and election of maſter, ke-pers or wardens is 
the right of all the freemen of the {aid company annually aſſembled 
for that purpoſe in their common hall. | 

8. That the preſent method of chooſing maſter, keepers or war- 
dens by a ſew of the members of the ſaid company, is contrary to 
the ſaid Charter, and is an infringement and violation of the faid 
right of elect on in eve:y and all of the reſt of the freemen of the 
ſaid compiny. rite F ; 
4. That the inftitut on of the office of renterwarden is unchar- 
tered ; and that it 's a palpab e oppreſſion and injury done to the 
freemen of the ſaid company, by obliging fix of them anhually ta 
fine or ſerve for the ſaid office, viz.. four to pay the ſum of 24 l. 
each, to be excu'td from terving the ſaid office of renterwarden, and 
two to be at the expence of eighteen or twenty pounds each in 
ſerving it, b fides ther attendance. But what is more to be won- 
dered at is, that the junior liverymen ſhould thus tamely ſuffer them- 
ſelves tu be imp ſed on, when this office is not chartered, and that 
the by-law made for the inſtitution thereof ſome time about the 
thirty-fifth year of the reign of king Charles the ſecond, in the year 
1682 doth not, nor ca not bind us their ſucceſſors, as it is in itſelf 
illegal and unjuſt. It is unreaſonable, that two freemen ſhou'd be 
at the charge of the feaſt on lord 'mayo''s day. If the livery will 
have a feaſt on that day, every one that comes to that ſeaſt ought to 
pay his part or equal charge thereto, as is how done in one of the 
livery companies of this city, where every perſon deſigning to come 
pays his four ſhillings, and what is wanting is advanced out of the 
company's ſtock. 2 . 

5. That every member or freeman of the ſaid company of Statio - 
ners has a right to read all the papers, writings, evidences, by- 
laws, records, wills of donors, and all other* memorandums belong- 
ing to the-faid company. According to this right, granted by the 
above Charter of Philip and Mary, a certain freeman of the faid com- 
pany of Stationers, did, on the feeond day of February laſt, attend on 
the preſent maſter and wardens at Stationers-hall, and deſired, That 
he might he permitted to read all the writings, papers, evidences, by- 
laws, records, wills of donors, and every other memorandum in the 
company's cheſt, in the poſſeſſion of the maſter and wardens, The 
clerk having made a minute of his requeſt, the maſter defired the m_ 
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man to withdraw. After a ſhort time, being called in, the clerk in- 
formed him, That the court had taken into conſideration: his requeſt, 
and that they finding it was of a general nature they had therefore re- 
jecteq It-, r the freeman ſtated this fact, and laid the fame 
Tao cpuncil, who returned in writing: Phat every” freeman of 
an one of the companies of the citfof London, had an undoubted 
© rig1t to read the records, papers, writings, evidences, by-laws, wills 
of benc factor, belonging to his company, (for therefore were they 
* made and preſerved) | that the Court of King's Bench would on 
n motion grant the party refuſed,” being a member of ſuch com 
© pany, a ma damus to the maſter and wardens to ſhew: cauſe of 
© fuch refuſal.” Purſuant to this opinion, the freeman, on the f cond 
of March, attended the ' maſter and wardens, then tene wed hig 
requeſt recited above of the ſecond of February, at the ſame time in- 
forming them of the opinion of the council. But the maſter; and war: 
dens declared, that they would abide by their former reſajution, and 
abſolutely refuſed the ſaid freeman reading the records of bis company. 

6. General obſervation. From all which it does fully, plainly and 
evidently appear, that the Charter of the third and fuurth of Philip 
and Mary has not only abſolutely fixed and {-ntled the r-ght and power, 
of the election of the maſter and wardens in the then-bod y-&f freemen. 
at large, but it has entailed that right on their ſueceſſors for eve: ; and: 
admitting it may have ever been in the inclnation ai any oi the mem 
bers, it never could have been in their power to defeat or give up that 
right, which was theirs only for life, and which the Charter has fixed 
and entailed on th-ir ſucceſſors for ever 2 4 
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It is therefore propoſed, and it is hereby deſired, that a Previous. 


| Meeting be held of all the freemen of the company of . Stetioners, on: 


Monday the thirty firſt of May next (being Whit- monday) at the 
Dog-tavern on Garlick-hill, at three o'clock in the atternoon,. for the: 
nomination of three perſons to be choſen maſter and-wardens. of the 
company of Stationers for the year enſuing, atStationers*ball in Lud- 
gateſtreet, on the uſual day of election, being Saturday the third day 
of July following, at ten o'clock in the forenoon: At both whica 
times and places all the freemen are defired to attend,  _ 

N. B. At the Previous Meeting many other reaſons will be offered 


to induce the ſreemen to meet on the third of July next at Stationers- 
hall, for the elect on of maſter and wardens for the year enſuing, 
which, on account of their number and length, cannot fo conveni- 
„ D 6 
— Obſervations on reading the GRANTS 
1. That the profits of the trade of the company of Stationers belong 
ts the memabers thereuf, without regard had od whetthdr the parties bh 
liverymen or yeomen ; and that the profits ſhould acrrue to each mem- 
ber, according to his ſeniority or time of admiffion into the freedom ; 
for it is expreſly ſaid in the preamble to the firſt Grant, That the ſole 
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